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Chatting about a confusing review 
(Part 1) 


There was a lot there, most of which I don't want to 
get into. Like I think they call Rift a social rights 
activist or something... 


We get to see exactly one character who has a 
genuine problem with the oppressive structure 
of Raksuran society, and he is literally 
portrayed as a mentally ill serial killer. 


I have no idea who this could be besides Rift who had 
this as his final interaction with Moon. 


Moon didn’t take the bait, but it made him more 
certain he was on the right trail. “No, I’m 
assuming you want to find another group of 
Raksura to get close to, because you’re tired of 
killing groundlings.” 


Rift’s expression was more amused than 
anything else. He said, “They’re just 
groundlings.” 


“Arbora are just groundlings who can shift. Is 
that who you killed at your old court, until they 
figured it out?” 


Rift shook his head, still amused, then lunged 
for Moon. 


If Moon's guess was correct, Rift was a "white racial 
Supremacist" of Raksura. 


I struggle to see Rift as the good guy but I also can't 
think of anyone else who matches that description. 


Was there something in his backstory that suggested 
he good intentions for possibly murdering Abora? I 
know he told Moon something different about why he 
was kicked out that made him more sympathetic, but 
I think we can assume that he knew it was a pretty 
evasive telling if he killed the mage to keep Moon 
from learning what actually happened. 


Anyway, curious if I forgot some of Rift's backstory. 


The main question I had is, should I consider River to 
be trans because he wants to be a Consort? 


Chime is all but explicitly transgender, having 
had a magical sex change against his will, and 
is treated horribly for it. River is less explicit, 
but is still very clearly trans coded, taking the 
place of "a real man" and everyone plays along 
with it until that Real Man™ comes along. Now 
it's time for everyone to hate River's guts, not 
for any of the bad things *he actually did*, but 
because how *dare* he think of getting above 
his station! 


Chime, sure. He's an Arbora in a Warrior body. Might 
call that trans-species instead but fine. He might 
actually be able to do things Warriors can't because 
he clearly still thinks like an Arbora. (I've suggested 


before that I think Aeriat aren't as good with abstract 
ideas/etc as Arbora which shouldn't apply to Chime.) 


But River? River feels more like a Baker who wants to 
be a Royal because it would make him more 
important and useful. Or someone who wants to 
compete in the NFL except he has a genetic handicap 
that prevents it. 


Perhaps there's more to it. Perhaps River is bitter 
about being sterile or some other aspect of Consort 
life appeals to him that isn't just petty personal gain. 
But for all the complaining he does about Moon's 
unconsort-like behavior, he's even worse. His first 
action is to attack Moon. Something I'm pretty sure 
no normal consort would do. So I don't think he thinks 
of himself as a Consort. Seems like he just doesn't 
want Pearl to have a Consort. 


not for any of the bad things *he actually did*, 
but because how *dare* he think of getting 
above his station! 


I think it's pretty well established River is a dick. I 
mean the reviewer complains that Chime is 
mistreated because of his unwilling transition, but 
then says River, who is doing most of the mistreating 
did nothing wrong except want to be a Consort. 


Do you have a better idea of who they are referring to 
in the first part? Did I forget some character or some 
aspect of Rift's backstory. Do you see River as trans or 
is he just bitter for not being born as important as he 
wants to be? 


27 comments 


This thread has been locked by the moderators of 
r/IndigoCloud 
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LoneStarDragon 

Op - 2 days agolihhten@swcherehichnats 

I found the segment where Rift first explains why he 
was kicked out, but it was long so I wanted to add it 
down here instead: 


“What did you do to get thrown out of your 
court?” 


It was Rift’s turn to recoil. After a moment, he 
said, “The queens didn’t like me.” 


The flicker of hesitation in Rift’s eyes told Moon 
it was a lie. And if that was a reason to be 


exiled, half of Indigo Cloud would be wandering 
the Three Worlds. “Were you from a royal 
clutch?” 


Startled resentment crossed Rift’s expression. 
“Yes,” Rift admitted, biting the word off as if it 
hurt to tell the truth. “How did you know?” 


There was something about Rift’s attitude that 
suggested it. The warriors born out of royal 
clutches always seemed to be the troublesome 
ones. “Just a wild guess,” Moon said. Across the 
room he saw Drift, who had been pretending 
not to listen, roll his eyes in derision. 


Rift’s sideways look was dubious. Moon said, 
“Why didn’t the queens like you?” 


“T had a fight with one of the reigning queen’s 
favorites.” That wasn’t a good reason to be 
exiled, either. Moon hadn’t even been in the 
court that long, and he knew young warriors 
frequently attacked each other. River and Moon 
had tried to kill each other right in front of 
Pearl and Jade, and nobody had suggested 
exiling anybody. 

Moon asked, “Did you kill her?” 

Rift flicked his spines. “Of course not.” 


Moon sensed the story had just veered off the 
truth again. Rift’s answer had been too easy. 


Moon thought an adult female warrior, 
especially a favorite probably from a royal 
clutch herself, could have beaten Rift into the 
ground. And if the fight was so violent that Rift 
had killed his opponent in self-defense, that 
wouldn’t be such a terrible thing to admit. 
Moon said, “So they threw you out of the court 
for losing a fight with a queen’s favorite?” 


Rift’s jaw set as if he suppressed some strong 
emotion. Moon knew in his bones that this was 
play-acting. Rift said bitterly, “If that’s how you 
want to describe it. It wasn’t fair, but it’s what 
happened.” 


Moon watched him for a long moment, but 
Rift’s gaze didn’t waver. He knew he hadn’t 
gotten the truth yet, but Rift seemed committed 
to this story, at least for now. 


Moon sees Rift as a reflection of himself, but honestly 
he seems like the dark mirror version of River. 


level 2 
Ok Somewhere1236 


- 1 day ago 


that is an interesting point, River also has a thing 
against Arboras, during the special chapter on 
patreon, that tell the sotry of Chime transformation, 
River really dislikes that, he see as Chime trying to 
become a warrior, and say Chime will never be a 
warrior. But can also be River afraid of the idea that 
his position as warrior is in danger, if more Arbora 
start to become warriors. 


| | 


level 3 

D3Masked 

- 23 hr. ago 

River doesn't have anything against the Arbora. He 
doesn't like Chime who clearly has shown disdain to 
Warriors and probably has an issue of being proud 
due to being a Mentor. You would need more 
examples of River being against Arbora in general to 
make an actual case. 


By Chime changing into a Warrior that introduces a 
new Warrior who had that innate respect of being a 
Mentor and that was a threat to River's position in the 
court. If Chime didn't loath himself so much at that 
time he could've tried to convince other people that 
he deserves to be respected more due to him used to 
being a Mentor. 


Instead I think Chime's pride as a Mentor completely 
crumbled after the change and despite having old 
flare ups in speaking like how he would've in the past 
he was more distanced and wasn't interested in the 
power dynamics of the Warriors. 


level 2 
LoneStarDragon 


Op - 1 day agolinYem@iachatehtchnatcyn 

I am a little confused why Moon asked if Rift killed 
"her". He seems to be assuming it was a female 
warrior, but its not really important and perhaps 
that's just what he defaulted to. 


I say a reflection of River because if Rift was from a 
Royal Clutch, it's possible he tried to kill a Consort he 
was envious of. 


Basically, Rift could be River if Pearl had taken Moon. 
But Rift knows telling Moon (a Consort) that he tried 
to kill or killed a Consort probably wouldn't go well, 
so he changes it to "favorite". I don't think a Court 
would let him live if he did kill a Consort unless he 
fled afterwards. 


| | 


level 3 
D3Masked 


- 23 hr. ago 


Queen's have favorites that would either tend to be 
those of their clutch, females and then males. Moon 


does make an assumption that it was a female. 
Female warriors always do the ceremonial things, are 
larger then males in their shifted forms and 
apparently less prone to "silliness" compared to the 
younger males. 


Imo Rift did severely injure another. Maybe killed a 
Warrior but I feel like that would end with him being 
killed as opposed to being tossed out. Warriors are 
mentioned in fighting one another either in play or for 
dominance / positioning. 


Se | 


level 1 


Crangxor 
- 2 days ago 


I think River was more interested in his status and 
rank within the raksuran social hierarchy. He is 
treated poorly, after Moons arrival, because he 
treated his peers poorly. This is explicitly mentioned a 
few times- ie Vine 'defecting' to Jades camp in book 2, 
and at the Start of Book 4 when Drift tries to talk 
River out of joining the quest to the 
forerunner/foundation builder city. 


It seems more cause and effect rather than 
commentary on trans discrimination*. River had his 
status given to him by Pearl. It makes more sense to 
me to process River as an analogy for nepotism and 
or unearned power/status/title etc. 


*To me at least, but ehhhhh, I'm not great at picking 
up on nuance (I HAVE OPINIONS AND I'M NOT 
AFRAID TO STUPID YOU WITH THEM), like Id never 
thought about Chime as a trans person until LoneStar 
posted this. Seems pretty obvious in retrospect. 


Words that didn't fit elsewhere: NoRaisin makes a 
great point, and, interestng post OP. 


level 1 

No-Raisin2310 

- 2 days ago 

Oooh, "the oppressive structure of Raksuran society" 
does not allow it's members to kill each other, how 
dare they! 


I mean, they obviously meant Rift, but maybe they 
just didn't get the real reason why he was kicked out 
of the colony. 


As for River, I always thought that he's situation is the 
Same as with female warriors from royal clutches who 
didn't turn out to be queens. And it's obvious that he 
behaved like shit using his position as Pearl's favorite. 
And there was no first consort to smack some sense in 
him. 


Do you have a link to this review, by the way? 


level 2 


Jolly-Bell-5248 
- 18 hr. ago 


Oooh, "the oppressive structure of Raksuran 
society" does not allow it's members to kill each 
other, how dare they! 


Well now you're just making it really obvious you're 
not engaging with the original review in good faith. 
This is a very blatant strawman. 


Here's the review mentioned in the original post, and 
here'sthe longer one. 


level 1 
Ok Somewhere1236 
- 1 day ago - edited 1 day ago 


I feel that the person that wrote this review is hyper 
focused on Trans that they can't see anything that is 
not trans related and try to make everything trans 
related. , typical case of the mind sees what the mind 
wants to see, if you want to see everything as trans 
related, then your mind will see everything as trans 
related 


Raksura society is more about references of social 
classicism than Trans. 


River is very clear not a trans reference, but a social 
reference, he is a Warrior, what basically translate to 
a knight or bodyguard, he is a commoner or just 
lower birth, the fact that Pearl used him as boy toy for 
some time, make he feel he was "nobility" that he was 
above the other on the social hierarchy, but the 
second Moon show up, a Consort, that basically 
translate to prince/Noble Born, River feels that his 
new position is threatened and that it was always 
temporary, he was never a serious option for Pearl. 
And since River used his temporary position to abuse 
and bully everyone at court, no one likes him 
anymore, he's just reaping what he sowed. 


in short terms, River is basically the classic case of " 
Mistress/Lover/Concubine that think she will marry 
the king and become queen, just to find that will 
never happen" 


Rift is also not a trans related character, i will not say 
“white supremacist", but yes, is very clear that he 
things people that can't fly are less, Now this can be a 
genuine prejudice and idea of superiority, but it is 
difficult to imagine this type of mentality forming 
within a court since Arbora are always considered 
important, precious and protected, a court where this 
type of mentality has developed has serious problems. 


It could be also a case of "denial" maybe Rift killed an 
Arbora by accident, and to process the guilt, his mind 
created this concept that Arboras are less important, 
that killing a arbora is not the same as killing an 
Aeriat like him, that he didn't kill an equal, that is not 
his fault, which may be the case considering how he 
was triggered by Moon commenting on it, and how he 
tries to defend his actions as "just groundling". 


I would also see it as a knight killing a commoner, or 
someone from a higher social class saying "it was just 
a servant". 


The Book of the Raksura has many cases of Trans 
characters, you have a whole race of Non-Binary and 
Trans characters, but River and Rift are not cases of 
trans characters or trans coded. 


level 2 

No-Raisin2310 

- 1 day ago - edited 1 day ago 

Your comment about Rift's court made me think - 


what if he comes from a court that has to fight a lot 
for a territory with groundlings, like it was back in 


IC's old colony? And there were so many battles that 
warriors became important, as primary defenders. 
And over time Rift started to see groundlings like a 
game to hunt. And when the fighting was over he 
turned his bloodlust to Arbora 


| 


level 3 

D3 Masked 

- 22 hr. ago 

Eh. I think he just became bitter, resentful and angry 
over time when he saw what he didn't have as being a 
Warrior and not a Consort. 


Consorts don't have to do much compared to 
Warriors, get a ton of attention, lavished with gifts, 
are a huge deal when it comes to visits / visiting or 
being given to other courts. 


I think that eventually the Arbora noticed his 
Simmering emotions and they tried to console him 
and see reason and instead he lashed out. Remember 
the consternation shown by Opal Night Warriors 
when Bramble and Root almost went at each other? 
Warriors DO NOT attack Arbora and Arbora DO NOT 


attack Warriors (or provoke like Bramble did which is 
why she was ashamed). 


Rift again had zero issues being in a relationship with 
Adar because he was a powerful mage and Rift was 
lacking that emotional connection that his court 
provided. He didn't kill Adar because he was racist 
but because he told Adar the truth - his excuse was an 
assumption that Moon a Consort would've looked 
down on those who could be seen as "lesser" - but he 
didn't know that Moon lived with many kinds of 
groundlings. Rift isn't racist. He is just a massive 
mess of emotions that weren't resolved after he 
turned out to be a Warrior and not a Consort. Could 
be that out of his clutchmates he was the only Warrior 
or 1-2 were stillborn who would've been Warriors with 
the rest being Consorts. 


Also I don't think Raksura in general deal with 
groundlings like barely at all beyond the odd trader. 
Even the Kek had to get Indigo Cloud's attention as 
the Raksura weren't interested in regularly speaking 
or dealing with them. Opal Night clearly didn't have 
any dealings with the Aventeran's otherwise they 
would've trusted them more and heeded the 
warnings. 


level 4 
No-Raisin2310 


- 21 hr. ago 


I'm not sure it was ever mentioned that Rift came 
from a royal clutch and had a possibility to turn out to 
be a consort. Are you sure you haven't got Rift mixed 
up with River? 


And I don't think he had any sort of emotional 
connection with Ardan, he just use him for the 
survival, because it's hard to be alone for a Raksura. 
His first reaction to Moon makes it clear. Ardan, yes, 
he thought of Rift as of his friend, but Rift didn't. 


Se | 


level 5 

D3Masked 

- 18 hr. ago 

No because Rift shows surprise and Drift rolls his 
eyes because he too was a Warrior from a Queen's 
clutch like his brother River. 


Rift told Ardan his secret as to why he was thrown out 
of his court which is a huge deal. He loved to 
terrorize the other groundlings and exert his power - 
just like Ardan. Imo if you read the books you will find 
that Rift and Ardan do have an emotional connection 
that flakes away when other Raksura show up to the 
point where Rift kills Ardan because he couldn't 
afford the others to learn the truth. Rift also becomes 
upset when seeing Moon due to not being told by 
Ardan and thinking that he and Moon would be 
playing off each other - again... for what? Attention 
for Ardan - emotional connections to Ardan. 


Rift still had hope of joining a court but became 
spiteful after being found out by Moon. He then 
lashes out because he still has that bitterness, anger 
and jealousy of not being a consort. To have a consort 
like Moon (a stray) stop him (also now a stray) from 
possibly joining a new court? Enraging. 


| 


level 2 
D3Masked 


- 23 hr. ago 


Rift was emotionally attached to Adar or whatever his 
name was. He killed him because Rift told him about 
his past and the real reason why his court kicked him 
out - which was likely due to a non lethal fight or 
something to do with classism (Adar believes his 
ousting to be unjust and he is both part of the elite 
class, has no issue with killing and probably doesn't 
see all creatures as being equal hence his art). 


Rift wouldn't have been emotionally attached to a 
groundling if he truly thought them to be lesser. He 
uses that excuse because it is societally normal in 
that the Raksura due to being so reclusive don't really 
have great relationships with other groundling 
beyond the odd trader. He is banking on Moon being 
the same but Moon has been with all sorts of 
groundlings and makes the connection of Arbora also 
being groundlings. 


I also think that Rift probably injured or grievously 
injured an Arbora and was kicked out because of it. 
Fighting a Warrior? Kinda what Warriors do for 
positioning. If he greatly hurt a warrior that could've 
been excused with great admonishment and a drop in 
respect / rank. Imo an Arobora tried to console him 
because of him being a "failed consort" but he lashed 
out in anger, bitterness, jealousy and was thus thrown 
out. Maybe it was a Teacher or Mentor. 


I don't think Chime, River or Rift are at all trans and 
think that people are just looking for those to label as 
such since they want "representation" due to 
insecurity issues. Chime shapeshifted from a male 
Arbora to a male Warrior(ish) and to me that isn't 
trans. Makes zero sense. 


level 3 

Ok Somewhere1236 

- 21 hr. ago 

i feel Chime situation is more like a question of social 
position or social value, Chime whole thing is that he 
is not accepted, is that he feel he is useless, he was a 


Mentor, someone that has a lot to offer the court, but 
now he is a warrior and he dont know how to be a 
warrior, so Chime is basically or at least feel like he is 
a unemployed or something close to that, he 
constantly talks about how he is useless to the court 
and how he feels useless, how he gets frustrated with 
his new abilities because he can't find practical 
applications for the court, he wants to be useful but 
he doesn't know how and gets frustrated. 


his conflict is less about his body and more about his 
social position, His whole life was about being a 
Mentor and a Arbora, and he feel he lost that. 


Se | 


level 4 

D3Masked 

- 17 hr. ago 

His conflict is to me about pride and now dealing with 
a lack of importance due to changing to "just another 
warrior’ as opposed to being one of the few mentors 
who have really big responsibilities. 


The change to his body and position in the court is the 
forced humility that clashes with that pride. In the 


Short story about his change he clearly has disdain 
and resentfulness towards warriors - probably 
compounded by the court failing at that time which 
created division between Pearl and Jade + Arieat and 
Arbora. 


The whole "Chime is trans" is just a person reflecting 
who they are onto Chime. They want Chime to be 
trans, they need Chime to be trans because it 
validates who they are. I think it's lazy to make such a 
declaration because it shows a choice of stealing / 
twisting established content as opposed to making 
new content that involves a trans character. 


I've read an online comic that has a female lesbian 
main character. It's great. The creator didn't need to 
try and steal established content to try and make a 
lesbian main character - they just made one. It is 
easier to take something that exists and try to change 
it as opposed to making something new that people 
will like. 


level 4 


Jolly-Bell-5248 
- 19 hr. ago - edited 18 hr. ago 


"his conflict is less about his body and more about his 
social position" 


Yes. Gender is a social construct. Gender affects your 
position and role in society. It is not just Chime's 
phyiscal changes -- growing wings, getting taller and 
skinnier -- that have changed, it's his position in 
society. 


He is trans coded because his situation mirrors the 
Situation of real trans people in real life, not because 
Martha Wells purposefully wrote him as trans. 


Being transgender is not just about the physical 
aspects of your body, it is about the social roles that 
go along with gender. That's why it's called a social 
construct. If you erased everyone's memories, no one 
would know what a man or a woman was or why they 
should behave differently or do different jobs or like 
different things. 


Mentor is one gender within the Raksuran society, 
because it is both something you are assigned based 
on your sex -- Arbora, in this case, as well as your 
social position within their species’ society. 


With the Raksura, "sex" does not just mean the actual 
physical characteristics required for having sex or 
reproducing. It is a combination of all of the various 
physical traits each caste has. 


Queens, female warriors, and female arbora might all 
be considered female, but other than that, they are 
vastly different in terms of how their bodies are 
Shaped, function, and behave. Female warriors aren't 
even capable of reproduction, for one thing! 


Queen is a different gender from female Warrior, is a 
different gender from female Arbora, which still again 
is a different gender from female Mentor. They have 
different physical characteristics that the Raksura 
measure, as well as vastly different positions in 
society based on those physical characteristics. This 
is what makes them different genders, rather than 
just being women who look different from eachother. 


Warrior is another gender, that is both assigned at 
birth, and comes with its own defined role. 


Being trans isn't just about not liking specific parts of 
your body, it is also about how you wish to be seen 
and treated within society. You could give everyone 


the magical sex changes they want, physically change 
their bodies to match what they want. Trans men 

could have flat chests, trans women could get breasts, 
and nonbinary people could do whatever they wanted. 


But they’d still want to be referred to with different 
pronouns and gendered terms than the ones they 
were assigned originally. 


It's not just about the body, it's about how you 
interact with society. 


Chime is not just trans coded because he physically 
changed shape to gain wings and a new distribution 
of body fat. It's also because, as you said, he no 
longer fits into the role he had before. He's not 
treated like a Mentor anymore, even though he still 
has all that knowledge and skills, because no one sees 
him as that gender anymore. 


All they see him as is the new gender and sex that 
were magically forced upon him: Warrior, who can’t 
help with anything, and isn’t to be trusted around 
books or anything important. (Remember how 
another Court refused to let him in their library 
because they see him as a Warrior and don't trust him 
the way they would if they saw him as the Mentor he 
actually is? That's society's perception of him 
conflicting with his own view of his gender identity, 
before we even get into any of the bigotry that's 
baked in about how Warriors are treated). 


I'll again link to a free book that I think would be 
helpful and educational if you would like to learn 
more. 


https://archive.org/details/ 
transgenderwarri0000fein/mode/2up 


Se | 


level 5 
D3Masked 
- 17 hr. ago - edited 17 hr. ago 


“He's not treated like a Mentor anymore, even 
though he still has all that knowledge and skills, 
because no one sees him as that gender 
anymore." 


Mentor isn't a gender because you have male 
and female Mentors. He is treated differently 
because his class and position in the court's 
hierarchy was tossed out the window and 
comes into question. 


He didn't change genders. 


edit: If he changed to a female warrior sure 
Chime would then be trans against his will. 


edit 2: And he is still treated somewhat like a 
Mentor. He was still close to Flower his teacher, 
he is listened to, he still takes interest in 
certain non warrior matters. It's just that some 
treat him less respectfully, not all imo. 


level 3 


Jolly-Bell-5248 
- 19 hr. ago 


I don't think Chime, River or Rift are at all trans 
and think that people are just looking for those 
to label as such since they want 
"representation" due to insecurity issues. 
Chime shapeshifted from a male Arbora to a 
male Warrior(ish) and to me that isn't trans. 
Makes zero sense. 


Do you actually know what trans coding means? 


| Se | 


level 4 
D3Masked 
- 18 hr. ago - edited 18 hr. ago 


" Transcoding is a two-step process in which 
the original data is decoded to an 
intermediate uncompressed format (e.g., 
PCM for audio; YUV for video), which is 
then encoded into the target format. " 


Beyond that I'm guessing it's people who really 
really really want to see sexual identity or 
orientation of characters that they like so they 
claim said characters to be x, y, z. 


If you need to "decode" something to say that it 
is trans that is just hearsay. If YOU want to say 
that you think that Chime is trans, fine. I don't 
see it and I think saying that makes no sense. 


“He is trans coded because his situation mirrors 
the situation of real trans people in real life, not 
because Martha Wells purposefully wrote him 
as trans." 


Case in point. You WANT to see Chime as trans 
simply because he "transitioned" from a male 
arbora to a male warrior yet you conveniently 
ignore the whole "magically changed against 
his will" which has nothing to do with real 
world trans people because they CHOOSE to 
transition and not via magic. Chime didn't feel 
like he was a warrior trapped inside the body of 
an arbora - no. 


level 5 


Jolly-Bell-5248 
- 18 hr. ago - edited 17 hr. ago 


So, that's a no, You don't actually have any idea what 
trans coding is, and thus have absolutely no idea what 
you're talking about in this situation. Gotcha. 


It's obviously you're just a troll who has no idea what 
they're talking about. So go ahead and carry on then 
being ignorant and not knowing the basics of media 
analysis but thinking it makes you smart, lol. 


level 2 


Jolly-Bell-5248 
- 19 hr. ago 


"I feel that the person that wrote this review is hyper 
focused on Trans that they can't see anything that is 
not trans related and try to make everything trans 
related. , typical case of the mind sees what the mind 
wants to see, if you want to see everything as trans 
related, then your mind will see everything as trans 
related" 


Have you considered that you're projecting the exact 
thing you're doing onto this review? 


You've decided that, because you don't want the 
characters to be trans coded, that means its 
impossible for them to be trans coded in any way, 
even though you clearly have no idea what trans 
coding even means. 


This is just really blatant patronizing transphobia. Is 
everyone here just fine with transphobia? Are you 
gonna discount everything a trans person says by 
pretending they're imagining it all? Because that's 
what you're doing here. 


Se | 


level 1 
D3Masked 
- 1 day ago - edited 1 day ago 


Wow... lot of strange things written in that review and 
by the OP. Imo people read too much into books and 
cultures in general. 


Rift - Thrown out of his court because he did 
something bad possibly to an Arbora. We don't know 
what he did but do know that he is a liar, uses his 
power to threaten or scare others, and has killed 
without mercy other groundlings. 


Chime - Didn't get a sex change. Isn't Trans. He 
changed from a MALE Arbora to a MALE Warrior. He 
had a physical change to his body and to his mind due 
to the trauma and said physical changes (having to 
sleep more which he complained about - complaining 
about how us warrior are so illogical is something 
else he says). 


River - Isn't trans. He is just bitter, resentful and 
jealous. Eventually towards the end of the series he 
proves to himself and his court that he is a worthy 
warrior of Indigo Cloud imo. The tension between him 
and other people decreases over the series. He also 
treated Chime poorly because Chime imo was very 
proud as a Mentor and also clearly looked down on 
the warriors - which is apparently something Arbora 
sometimes say. Either that is a typical Raksura 
societal thing or because Indigo Cloud during / before 
The Cloud Roads had a degree of division going on. 


" His first action is to attack Moon " complete lie. He, 
with Drift, drop down and tell Moon to leave. He sees 
a consort and sees his position as the fake Consort / 
favorite of Pearl / most powerful warrior to be 
threatened. The tension Indigo Cloud is dealing with 
regarding the fell, sickness, dead clutches, bad luck, 
diseased plants, lung disease, etc.. would've also 
contributed to the tension and mistrust - the Arbora 


literally say that it didn't used to be like how it was 
when Moon showed up. 


Imo River initially wanted to help Pearl who was 
grieving the loss of Rain and all the terrible things 
going on but eventually that attention and power got 
to his head and made him feel like Pearl's Consort. 


edit: Imo Chime at first believes himself to be a 
“normal" Warrior as Flower says but later during the 
series comes to an understanding that he isn'ta 
normal warrior. He may have changed but his Mentor 
magic changed as well and needed time to grow 
which Arbora Mentor's do when it comes to their 
magic growing over time. He also still has his own 
perspective growing up as an Arbora in the part of 
the court where Arbora would be which would be 
different then Warriors. 


Se | 


level 1 


Crangxor 
- 23 hr. ago 


Off topic butt, Btw, by the last two books, River 
appears to be written like an enemies to lovers 
tsundere character, with regards to Moon. 


At the end of book 4, when he intervenes with 
Consolations attempted abduction of Moon- in his 
thoughts he refers to the consort as "stupid Moon". ie 
“what would stupid Moon do in this situation". 


Baka Shinji anyone? I refuse to read it as anything but 
a reference to Neon Genesis Evangelion. On the topic 
of evangelion references- the term ‘unfamiliar ceiling’ 
is used in Tamsyn Muir's novel, Gideon the Ninth. 
Squee. 


Se | 


level 2 
D3Masked 


- 22 hr. ago 


I'd have to read up on that part. 

River had instances of talking about Moon not 
knowing what he's doing as a consort but also has 
instances of Moon showing that he is willing to take 
risks and do things that no normal consort would do. 
He was also bested by Moon in a fist fight because the 


latter knew how to brawl due to living among 
groundlings. 


I don't think River at all loves Moon but instead was 
thinking about what would this crazy person do if he 
was in my place? Smashing into a far more powerful 
Fellborn Queen was that answer apparently while 
working with a groundling ally. Towards the end I 
think the animosity between the two is very much 
Simmered down - they aren't friends but they aren't 
outright enemies either. 


Se | 


level 3 


Crangxor 
- 20 hr. ago 


Oh yes I agree, I don't think theyre going to be 
friends, or lovers, but I think River is written like he's 
on an enemies to lovers arc. 


At the start of book 4, oh boy symbolism, just before 
the kishian flying boat is discovered, the raksura hunt 
and kill a large winged predator. Moon distracts it 
by... assaulting its butthole. After its dead (from the 
butthole), Moon and River trade insults. Moon says 


something along the lines of "you were just worried Id 
been hurt or killed and this is the only way you know 
how to express it", to which, River storms off in a huff. 


I think theres the possibility of symbolism in there, (in 
the butt). 


The enemies to lovers thing doesn't show up until 
books 4 and 5, prior to that River is just an ass 
(deliberately written as childish in book 1, "thats 
impossible" he says in response to the raksura 
learning of the mentor dactii. He refuses to consider 
new information because its scary, he reveals his 
insecurity and immaturity in one scene). 


Hmm, having thought about it, I think it very much 
fits for River to secretly have the hots for Moon, 
though I doubt he'd ever admit it to himself. 


I think Moon would be too proud to do the sex with 
River in any case. But River wants status, ie Chimes 
position in the court was elevated tremendously by 
becoming Moons lover. 


And I'm having trouble seeing River as anything other 
than a wounded teenager, he lost his parents at a 
young age, then the remaining authority figure at the 
court (pearl) is crippled by that loss and sinks into 
depression. River comes from a royal clutch, he thinks 
he needs to be strong, so he papers over the pain in 


his heart by acting strong. Being young and foolish, 
he does this by bullying his peers. 


I don't think Pearl did him any favours by doing the 
sex on him. Pearl herself may have been drawn to 
River because he (and drift, and formerly branch) 
were all there was left of her dead sister. 


River is insecure. He wants security. Warriors and 
arbora all seem to find Moon reassuring, he protects 
them, he is stronk, smrat and has authority. They 
seem to want to 'submit' to his protection and 
authority, his security. 


It makes a lot of sense to me that River might get the 
hots for Moon, with the caveat that it happen some 
span of years after where the last book finishes. River 
isn't at that stage during the series, but the 
groundwork is there (in the butt). 


Also sorry this is so disorganised and rambling, my 
brain is a cloud of farts today. 


level 1 


Jolly-Bell-5248 
- 19 hr. ago 


https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/ 
6337208455?book show _action=false 


Any particular reason you didn't link to the actual 
review for people to read more than just the parts 
you've picked out? 


Here it is: 


"A fun read, but oh my gods it's so painfully obvious 
that Martha Wells did not plan this series at all. This 
book becomes hilariously painful to read once you've 
read the rest of the series, and retroactively makes all 
the characters in this book absolutely horrible people. 


There's some ableism right out of the gate with Moon, 
the protagonist, looking down on someone who's 
clearly meant to be intellectually disabled, and some 
real transphobia in regards to the way Chime and 
River are treated. 


Chime is all but explicitly transgender, having had a 
magical sex change against his will, and is treated 
horribly for it. River is less explicit, but is still very 
clearly trans coded, taking the place of "a real man" 
and everyone plays along with it until that Real Man™ 
comes along. Now it's time for everyone to hate 
River's guts, not for any of the bad things *he actually 
did*, but because how *dare* he think of getting 
above his station! 


Yeah, it's not just sexism, it's a whole lot of classism. 
Very literal divine right of kings, with the Raksura in 
charge literally called "Royal aeriat", who get to do 
literally anything they want, no matter how abusive, 
and we're supposed to be fine with it now for some 
reason." 


River is very clearly trans coded if you know anything 
about trans people and gender roles at all. Chime 
literally got a magical sex change. To the people 
arguing he didn't, because he's male both times, you 
do understand that the Raksura have 5+ genders, 
right? 


Queen, Consort, Female Warrior, Male Warrior, 
Female Arbora, Male Arbora, and Mentor. These are 
all distinct genders you are assigned at birth that 
determine your position in Raksuran society for your 
whole life. 


Gender is a social construct. The Raksura have 
multiple genders. It does not require that each one of 
them have distinct unique sexual organs. That's not 
how this works. 


I don't think you people are ready to have this kind of 
conversation about trans coded characters if you 
don't even understand that the Raksura have more 
than two genders, lol... 


Especially if you're not trans, and from the comments 
about "This person thinks everything is trans because 
they want it to be", I have to assume most of you are 
cis, and clearly hate trans people lol. 


Maybe go read some books about trans people 
written by trans people and then come back, since 
you Clearly have no idea what this review is talking 
about at all. 


I'll even make it easy for you: Here's a link to 
Transgender Warriors, where you can read it for free 
on the Internet Archive. 


Yes, River and Chime are both very clearly trans 
coded. You just have to know what the words "trans 
coding" means, and know more about trans people 
than just "oh they change from female to male or 
male to female and that's it". 


I also don't know why you people are pretending the 
review says River did nothing wrong despite literally 


quoting the part where it says "not for any of the bad 
things *he actually did*". 


How do you copy and paste the part where it says 
that and the claim it says River has never done 
anything wrong? Lol?? 


I don't want to be mean, but like, how old are you 
people, in general? Because it seems like what this 
review is talking about is just above your level of 
media analysis. And if you're still a kid that's not your 
fault. But if you're an adult, well, I don't know what to 
tell you, maybe learn how to analyze media? Lol? 


